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Dn by dr
the fa her of the hor ot thi tory vfsted the Mayan Chichen tza almost 100 years ago was surro nd by jungle and ooke hk th drawn by

ed therwood bout 1844. The photo inset how what the Pyramd of Kukulkan at the site looks like today

Reli ancient Mayan peoples in Yucatan stir family memories from 100 years ago

By Marion Softky hjn aboutwhat he observed. never Mexico and Yucatan last winter

\man Sta Wnter asked him how he felt seeing the For three weeks we soaked up the

massive pyramid of Kukulkan at ancient and the modern both

I_ nes early memories can Chichen ltza shrouded in vines so different from what my parents

be magical. Certainly and shrubs and palm trees rising experienced in the early years of ijfi
many ofmine were. par out ofthe jungle. the 20th century.

ticularly loved to hear my mother My mother told me he was So much more is known now.

talk about how she met my father tremendously excited. still
try Literally thousands of ruins have

close to 100
years ago in logging to imagine what it would feel like been excavated even more remain Ut

camp inYucatan. to ride for days and then come as overgrown lumps on the land Ci P1 Xl

My grandfather dashing red upon such sight. The quantity is staggering

headed Civil War veteran from Todaytheviewisvastlydifferent Yet these ruins and the civiliz nv
the South ran the camp where but still powerful. tions that peopled them remain

they cut mahogany and chicle The outlines ofthe pyramid ultimately mysterious. It is hard

trees in the jungle. My mother nowcalledtheCastillo areclean for anyone modern to fully AiLMi
iL

was his bright pretty teenage and sharp it sits in the middle ofa absorb culture so alien and so

daughter all the men fell in love manicured lawn surrounded by ritually bloody.
Of outh rn xco nd Yu tan that ff Manon

with her. And my father almost miles ofpartially restored temples Softky nd he sun ton ed last wnte

20
years older represented columns palaces ahugeball court Frst tour

company that bought the lumber and sacred well that was used for started my pilgrimage with
graduate of Menlo Atherton wenty cight of us assembled at

They used to ride together hut it human sacrifice. There is even an tour led by the Archaeological High School and now techie plush hotel in Vcracrui whcr

was years before they married. ancient astronomical observatory. Conservancy of early sites in the in Connecticut to go along for we met our leaders im Walker of

What really drew me toYucatan And its all accessible to thousands area of Veracru7. wanted to get companionship and logistical the Archaeological Conservancy
almost 100 years later was her oftourists every day. On one day accustomed to Mexico and to support. Hes fun speaks service and Ir. John Hendcrson Mayan
tale that my father had visited the counted 38 irge buses at the two learn about its early peoples before able Spanish and deals enthusi scholar and professor of Anthro

ruins ofan ancient civilization rising entrances to Chichen Itza. heading on our own to Yucatan astically with the mechanics of pology at CornelL

from thejungle. Unfortunately he This contrast stayed with me as and the Mayan homeland. travel too much luggage buses

died in 1951 and never quizzed my son Ed and toured southern had recruited my son Ed lodging tips and so forth. See TRACKNG ROOTS page 27
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Preschoolers draw wha ale

Preschoolers at Trinity Schools Early Childh od

Program at 330 Ravenswood Ave. in

Park have made 1ifesi7ed drawing of

the mother humpback whale that with he cal

Dawn was still stalled in the Sacramento River

when this page went to press.

Pam Harris program coordin th sc

said her mtent was to cement th ar nder ding

01 the event by allowing the kids eat

various media. They meas

block paper and got to wor

The kids also made mod

of blocks miniature bridges lu yl in

and two plastic whales Im
took this ball and ran with draw foot wh on bu ch

TRACKING ROOTS deep clean blue and popular dry limstone plain of Yucata

continued from page 27 and had never to our knowledge The palace there is adorned witl

been used to sacrifice virgins. 260 masks of Chaac the
iyan

believes it was the losers. Uxmal in the Puuc hills to rai god with his longhooked nose.

he sheer scale of Chichen It7a the east was another large and That
says something

is aweinspiring especially when beautiful site. It has stunning
Our last few days in Yucatan wtrc

the monuments arc lit through pyramid with rounded ends and shadowed by the imminent arrival

dramatic clouds. We had one many other buildmgs plus lively ofPresident Bush on Monday night

frustration however. There are stock of iguanas. Our charming to Merida and luesday to UxmaL

so many tourists that you are not guide Jorge called them whimsi Fveryonewasexcited generally

allowed to climb the pyramid or cal names like Helmut Kohl and negative
but excited At Uxmal

most ofthe monuments. And visi Monica Lewinsky.
workers were mowing the lawns

tors can no longer climb up inside Around Uxmal there was and whitewashing the curbs to

the Castillo to see the pyramid finally enough forest to support be ready for his visit. Contrary to

underneath and its temple with birds We saw few wild parrots local hopes thc potholes to thr

redaguar throne. TI hese now near thc ClubMcd hotel where Club Med were not filled.

appear only on post cards. we stayed. And some wonder As we prepared to board our

LeavingChichenltzawestopped ful birds called mot mots. They plane Tuesday morning at the

at 1k Kil nearby where Fd swam were iridescent blue and
green

Merida Airport about we

happily for an hour in beautiftil and had long tails with feather felt excitement in the waiting room.

cenote the kind of limestone pendulums hanging down. People were clustering at the

sink hole that provided water to the At Kabah major site near windows and taking pictures.

\4ayans on the limestone Yucatan Uxmal we saw magnificentbuild Just outside loomed the giant

ilain. Unlike the cenote at Chichen ing that spoke to the insecurity of shape of Air Iorce One on the

7a which was green 1k Kil was people who lived and farmed the tarmac. fl

MENLO PARK FiRE Whefljyouj
PROTECTION DSTRCT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARNG
CONSIDERA11ON OF PROPOSED JPJ WJIJ

BUDGET FOR FISCALVEAR 2007/2008

NO11CE IS GVEN pursuant to Caiforria Heafth and Safety Code

13893 astolows

The Distnct Board of Meno Park bre Protection Dstrict

Prriiminary Budget for Fiscal year 2007/08. Copies of the Proposed

Budget are avafable for examination by nterestod persons during ajf
reguar bus ness hours at the Districts Offices 300 MtddIehed

Road Menlo Park Caiforria TIRES .ALIGNMENTS

2. The District Board wd conducts pubic hearing at 700 SHOCKS BRAKES

p.m on fuesday June 19 2007 in the classroom at Station One 300

Middlefield Road Menlo Park California to consider adoption of the

final budget. The purpose of the Public Hearing will be to hear any

person regarding any item in the budget or regarding the adoption

of othe items.

The public hearing conducted on Tuesday June 19 2007

may be continued from time to time at the discretion of the District

Board

Rdwoo

Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on May 30 June

2007.


